SPRING 2022

The Impact

"I was scared when I first got here, but the staff
made me feel really good about myself. They were
very supportive and patient. They work well with
everyone, and they don't rush you into working on
your goals which can be scary sometimes. I am so
glad they let me bring my dog; I feel much better
when I have her. I don't know what I would do if I
had to give her up.
I couldn't believe all the things they do for us
here; we get new clothes, showers and we are fed
really well. I liked having fun things to do like bingo
night, book club, and arts and crafts. I am finally
getting my own apartment at the end of February. It
made me feel good to hear from staff that I was a
pleasure to have here because I liked to help other
women in the Center.
I just love everyone here, and I appreciate you
letting me be here from the bottom of my heart."
— Ada, a Sister José Women's Center Guest
Doug Levy, the owner of Feast
restaurant, periodically
delivers over 150 prepared
meals for our guests. His
support shows just how the
Tucson community can come
together and help women in
need. Thank you Doug!

A Message
I am deeply grateful for the
support, compassion, respect, and
love we experience every day at
the Center. With your help, we
continue to provide our guests
with safety, warmth and respite
from the violence of the street.
Our services are needed now more than ever
before. Tucson's affordable housing is extremely
limited, and many of the low-cost units are being
rebranded with rents increasing by hundreds of
dollars. It is terrifying for women who have lost
sustainable housing and are experiencing
homelessness for the first time. Besides providing
emergency shelter, we are also helping them
navigate this new reality. Your kindness and
generosity allow us to be there for these women.
Thank you.
An exciting addition to our Center is the solar
panels covering the parking lot. They provide shade
to our guests as they gather to wait for services, and
the panels will significantly decrease our electrical
bill. Thank you to the City of Tucson for the grant
that made this possible, and to the donors that chose
to contribute to this project.
You are integral to this Center. Thank you for
being part of our family and helping reach out to
women who have so little.

Subscribe to our email list to
receive periodic updates and event
information! Visit
www.sisterjose.org to sign up!

—Jean Fedigan
CEO

QCO Code: 20826

Identity is Priceless

Volunteer Spotlight

Most women arrive at Sister José’s with just what
they can carry and oftentimes that does not include
their important personal documents, like a photo ID
or Social Security card. When a woman loses these
documents, she has also lost her legal identity. It is
like being a person without a country, you don’t exist.
One of the first things our Case Management Team
does is help restore legal identity so women can enroll
for benefits and with service providers, apply for a job,
or rent an apartment or motel room.
But how do you get a photo ID if you cannot prove
who you are? Sometimes it is as easy as a paid voucher
for a replacement card and an address where the card
may be mailed. And other times it is more like putting
together a puzzle without looking at the picture.
Where do you begin? You cannot get your Social
Security card without a photo ID, you cannot get your
photo ID without another valid ID or passport, and
you cannot get your birth certificate to prove who you
are without an ID. Sometimes you can combine
medical bills or other official mail to establish
residency, but you no longer live at that address
because you have become homeless!
100% of eligible overnight guests in the Moving
Forward program will eventually get their photo ID,
replace their lost Social Security card, activate their
benefits, and enroll with service providers so they can
begin their journey out of homelessness. But it takes
time, perseverance, and a little bit of luck!
—Penny Buckley
Program Director

We Love Pets!

“I chose Sister José Women’s
Center for my internship with North
Arizona University/Bachelor of Social
Work not only because I wanted to
work with women experiencing
homelessness, but I was impressed
with the organization being low
barrier. I learned that this meant that all women were
welcomed, including women without IDs or with pets.
Providing direct service to the women meant that I got to
know many of the women over time. I was moved by their
high spirits and kindness to each other. I saw women
uplifting other women, mothering or ‘aunty-ing’ each
other, really taking care of each other.
I am so proud to be interning at Sister José’s and
wonder where the women would go for the things they
need to survive or for shelter? I am especially impressed
with how they work together with other organizations to
take the best possible care of women who come to us. I
graduate this May and am grateful to the women and
Sister José’s for teaching me about how to care for and
serve women experiencing homelessness.”
-Amanda Plank, NAU/BSW Intern

All Hands on Deck at Sister José's!
You are invited to join us immediately in serving women
experiencing the struggles of homelessness as a Sister José
Women’s Center volunteer. Give us a hand with providing
socially-distant, masked, yet caring services to our guests to
help with their daily survival needs.
Weekly shifts begin at 8:30 am and end by 12:30 pm,
Mondays through Saturdays. Contact Laura Lynn, at 520909-3905, to arrange for a personal tour and receive a New
Volunteer Orientation Packet.

1050 S. Park Ave, Tucson, AZ 85719

(520) 909-3905

Please mail any donation envelopes or checks to
P.O. Box 1028, Tucson, AZ 85702

Hope
One of our furry friends here at
the Center
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